
Hello from Southern Illinois Now!

Southern Illinois continues to build momentum as a competitive, energy-driven manufacturing
region. This past quarter was highlighted by a $76 million expansion announcement from
Continental Tire in Mt. Vernon, reinforcing the region’s continued industrial growth and long-
term manufacturing strength. In Metropolis, nearly $5 million in site readiness funding has
been secured to support future industrial development and infrastructure improvements, further
positioning the region for large-scale investment opportunities. Southern Illinois also recorded
the second-highest percentage increase in advanced manufacturing employment in Illinois from
2021 to 2025, reflecting the region’s growing role in the state and national economy.

Anchored by the R4 Advantage — roads, rails, rivers, and runways — Southern Illinois offers a
strategic central location within five hours of eight major metropolitan markets, access to five
Class I railroads, prime industrial sites with direct waterfront access along the Mississippi and
Ohio Rivers, and one-hour jet service to and from Chicago O’Hare, the nation’s most connected
airport. Combined with a strong workforce pipeline, expanding infrastructure, and development-
ready industrial sites, Southern Illinois continues to prove itself as a region on the rise.



Continental Tire Announces $76 Million Expansion in Mt. Vernon, Illinois

Continental Tire has announced plans for a major investment in its Mount Vernon plant with
the construction of a highly automated finished-goods warehouse. The approximately $76
million project represents another significant expansion for the company in Southern Illinois,
Continental’s largest tire manufacturing plant in North America. The new warehouse will
support growing demand across North America while improving distribution speed, efficiency,
and customer service capabilities. According to Continental Tire, the warehouse will span an
area larger than six football fields and will have storage capacity for approximately 500,000
passenger car tires. READ MORE…

Metropolis, Illinois Secures $4.83
Million to Prepare Industrial Park for
Future Development

Metropolis, Illinois is taking a major step
toward strengthening its position to
compete for new businesses. Through the
Regional Site Readiness Program, the
Illinois Department of Commerce and
Economic Opportunity (DCEO) has
awarded the City $4,830,508.13 to upgrade
infrastructure at the Metropolis Industrial
Park.  READ MORE…

Southern Illinois Is Building Momentum in
Illinois’ Next Era of Growth

The Southern Illinois region recorded the
second-highest percentage increase in advanced
manufacturing employment in Illinois from
2021 to 2025, with more than 11,500 workers
now employed in the sector across the region.
Beyond manufacturing, Southern Illinois is also
demonstrating momentum across key industries
that increasingly shape both the Illinois and
national economy. READ MORE…

https://continentaltire.com/
https://www.continental.com/en-us/career/our-locations/mt-vernon/
https://southernillinoisnow.org/continental-tire-announces-76-million-expansion-in-mount-vernon/
https://dceo.illinois.gov/
https://dceo.illinois.gov/
https://southernillinoisnow.org/do-business-here/metropolis-industrial-park/
https://southernillinoisnow.org/do-business-here/metropolis-industrial-park/
https://southernillinoisnow.org/do-business-here/metropolis-industrial-park/
https://southernillinoisnow.org/metropolis-secures-4-83-million-to-prepare-industrial-park-for-future-investment/
https://southernillinoisnow.org/southern-illinois-is-building-momentum-in-illinois-next-era-of-growth/


Site Spotlight: Du Quoin Industrial Park (Du Quoin, Illinois)

Up to 32 acres for distribution or manufacturing
Established industrial park with multiple national manufacturing & distribution
centers
Easement to Use & Expand Private Rail Spur
Utilities Stubbed to Site, Including 3-Phase Power Hooks Ups
Expedited permitting at the local level, reducing time to development

Learn More

https://southernillinoisnow.org/do-business-here/du-quoin-industrial-park/
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